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 College 101:  Class Two
Title:  Exploring Career Options and Making Use of Labor Market Information
Overview:  Students will continue exploring career options and learn about areas of projected growth through a presentation on Good Paying Careers.
Competencies:
· Understand career options and the importance of postsecondary education & training.

· Understand the connection between training and better jobs with better wages.

· Understand how to use labor market information in exploring career options.

· Understand areas of job growth and education requirements for such jobs.
Resources/Materials: 
· Good Paying Careers Powerpoint Slide Deck and Handouts
· O*NET and Workforce Explorer websites (for demo)

· Action Plan from Good Paying Careers presentation
Activities:
1. Good Paying Careers Presentation – A combination of lecture and student activities designed to present labor market information for several sectors.  The presentation demonstrates where potential job opportunities will be and what type of credentials or experience will be necessary to access such jobs. 
2. Career Exploration and Action Planning – Building off of the Good Paying Careers presentation, provide an online demonstration of O*NET and Workforce Explorer, highlighting how to find wage data and occupational information on each site.  It will be important to discuss the differences in wages such as entry and median, to help students understand the wage progression based on skills and experience.  Describe the information provided on each site such as, wage data, training requirements, skill requirements, interests, training providers, alternative names for each job title.  Students can provide the occupations that will be explored during the demonstration.
Action Planning – Describe action planning as a process for thinking through what needs to happen, how it will happen and when it will happen.  Provide students with time to begin working on their action plan provided as part of the Good Paying Careers presentation.
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