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College 101:  Class Four
Title:  Introduction to the Community College
Overview: Students will learn the basics about going to community college, including the processes for admissions, placement/assessment, advising, financial aid and enrollment/registration. Students will also learn about the entry points to community college such as the Workforce Education Department, Adult Basic Education, or Academic Transfer. College student services and services from Goodwill will also be covered.
Competencies:
· Comprehend basic college terminology.
· Understand the processes for applying and enrolling for school.

· Understand the role of placement/assessment and advising.

· Understand the various entry points to college and their functions.
· Awareness of college student services and support services provided by Goodwill and how to access these services.

· Understand the timeline for applying and enrolling for school.

· Understand the difference between CASAS and COMPASS testing.
Resources/Materials: 
· Going to College handout

· College Terms Glossary
· College “New Student Checklists”

· Campus maps

· Student Services & Activities handout

· Student Services Search Exercise

Presentations/Activities:

1. Introduce Community College Basics – Begin by asking students to describe what they know about college. Walk students through the five steps for accessing and attending community college:
a. Explain the admissions process and that students will need to complete an application, which may include a fee. (*Note: BFET, Worker Retraining, ABE/GED/ESL, Nursing & other specific programs may have separate application procedures).
b. Describe assessment/placement tests and that they are used to help the college determine the classes that students can take; note that taking these tests requires a fee. Explain that students need to take the COMPASS test by the end of the Community College 101 class.
COMPASS fees (2010 – 2011):  

· Renton Tech -- $25 (*walk-in during open hours, no appointment needed; see monthly testing calendar)
· Shoreline - $15 (*walk-in during open hours, no appointment needed; see monthly testing calendar)
· South Seattle -- $17 (*walk-in during open hours, no appointment needed; see Quarterly testing calendar)

c. Explain the connection between advising and enrollment. Advisors help students identify the courses they need to take to complete program requirements and enrollment or registration is the process for signing up to take classes.

d. Explain that many sources of financial aid are available to help cover the costs for school and that two sessions will be devoted to financial aid, including time to screen for potential funding sources and time to complete applications and paperwork related to funding.

2. Timeline for Enrolling in College – Explain to students that getting into college and signing up for classes takes time. Enrollment depends on when classes are being offered. Some classes can begin each quarter; others only start in the Fall quarter. It is important to note that some classes fill up quickly and it may be hard to get a seat in the class. For some nursing programs, a lottery is used, so completing pre-reqs and getting paperwork in will not guarantee a space in the class. In addition, it takes time to complete required paperwork, get financial aid, and meet with an adviser. Emphasize that while it may take longer to get in the class of interest, time can be spent on completing pre-req’s and getting all the funding pulled together so that they are prepared at the next admission cycle. Finally, note that the Goodwill class and navigation services will help put them a step ahead.  
Activity:  Using the planner provided by Goodwill, walk students through marking important college dates in their calendars i.e. funding source orientations, testing dates, start of the quarter, etc.
3. Campus Orientation – Using campus maps, describe the main teaching areas of the campus and the services available. Explain the role of Adult Basic Education, Workforce or Professional/Technical Education and Academic Transfer. Describe that Student Services includes a variety of areas – advising, counseling, financial aid, student groups/clubs, and tutoring/study skills. Refer back to the glossary to explain the distinction between advising and counseling. Finally, note that colleges also have job placement and internship services available. 
Activity:  Break students up into small groups and have them identify certain locations on campus:  

· Financial Aid

· Student Success/Student Services Center

· Library

· Registration/Enrollment

· Cafeteria/Dining
· Student Center

· Computer Lab

· Advising/Counseling

· Assessment/Testing Center

In a group debrief, ask students if they notice how different services are grouped together. Is anything consistent across campuses?
4. Student Services – Discuss the variety of student services available at the colleges to help students be successful, from advising and counseling to tutoring and student success courses.  

Activity: Students can work at computers and complete the “Student Services Search Exercise” using a college website. The goal is to find information about specific resources available on the campus. 
5. Goodwill Support Services – Explain to students the types of support services available from Goodwill, how long these services will be provided, and expectations for maintaining “eligibility” for these services. While this topic is covered in Class One, briefly revisit as part of this class.
6. Former or Current Student Guest Speaker – Students will hear from a community college student who will share their experiences and explain how they have been able to attend college while balancing work and family.  The students will also be given an opportunity to ask questions and advice.
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